
ONALASKA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT


P.O. BOX 2289


ONALASKA, TEXAS   77360


REGULAR BOARD MEETING


ONALASKA ADMINISTRATION BUILDING


May 18, 2026

5:30 P.M.


M I N U T E S
The Board of Trustees of the Onalaska Independent School District met for a Regular Board meeting on Monday, May 18, 2026, at :30 p.m., in the Administration Building. Roll was called and the following were present:

Board Members

Candice Davies, President

Karina Roberts, Vice President 

Kimber Stolley, Secretary

Jake Ard, Member

Chris Topkins, Member

Ben Wilkins, Member

Kaitlyn Griffin, Member

Staff Members





    Guests



Dr. Kenneth Fraga, Superintendent



Pogue Construction

Dr. Geoffery Bowdoin, Assistant Superintendent

Tammie Heeth, SRO

Angela Foster, Business Manager



Lifeskills Students
Cheryl Bertsch, Junior-Senior High School Principal
Chief Dunnaway, OPD
Mark Bonilla, SPED Director


Charles Boyce, Director of Safety/Technology


Nick Tyerman, Athletic Director

James Ard, Auxiliary Director

Christina Tyerman, JSHS Counselor

Morgan Demars, JSHS Teacher

Johna Johnes, JSHS Teacher

Mark Jones, JSHS Teacher

Jo Wheeler, JSHS Teacher

Nidia Castro, JSHS Teacher

Ashley Maichetti, Exec Assistant to Superientendent
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Candice Davies, President.  
The invocation was given by Chris Topkins.
The pledge was given in unison by everyone.

1.
Motion was made by Karina Roberts, seconded by Kaitlyn Griffin, to adopt the Agenda as presented.  
	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
2.
OJSH Lifeskills did a presentation on classroom lessons. 
3.
Aaron Jordan with Pogue Construction gave an update on the High School construction progress. 

4.
Public Notary Angela Foster administered the Oath of Office to Trustees Jake Ard Position 4, Candice Davies Position 7, Kaitlyn Griffin Position 5 and Ben Wilkins Position 2. 
5.
A motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Jake Ard to reorganize the Board as follows: Candice Davies, President; Karina Roberts, Vice President; Kimber Stolley, Secretary.
	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
6.
No one spoke in Open Forum. 
7.
Motion was made by Kimber Stolley, seconded by Chris Topkins, to approve the minutes, as presented, of the previous meeting of April 20, 2026 - Regular Board and  April 29, 2026 Special Meeting.  

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
.

8.
A. Dr. Geoffery Bowdoin, Interim OES Principal, gave an update on the campus upcoming events and information on the selected Spotlight Staff and Students. 


B. Cheryl Bertsch, JSHS Principal, gave an update on her campus upcoming events and information on the selected Spotlight Staff and Students. 


C. Angela Foster, Business Manager, presented an updated finance report. 


D. Dr. Geoffery Bowdoin, Assistant Superintendent, presented an annual update on the SHAC Report.  


E. Dr. Kenneth Fraga, Superintendent, presented an updated enrollment and attendance report and data on students locations after departure from OISD.

9.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Kimber Stolley, to approve the consent items, as presented:  Tax Report, Budget Amendments (CTE Staff Travel, Title I, Title IV, Title II)  
	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
10.
Motion was made by Kaitlyn Griffin, seconded by Kimber Stolley to approve overnight travel for students to Washington DC on July 21-24, 2028, using World Classrooms INC for students in grades 7-9 whose parents’ opt-in to participate. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
11.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Karina Roberts to approve travel for the Onalaska ISD Robotics Team to travel from July 29-August 1, 2026 to the Mall of Americas Signature Event in order to participate in qualifying opportunities for State, National and World championships. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
12.
Motion was made by Kimber Stolley, seconded by Chris Topkins to approve the listed library materials for Onalaska Elementary and Onalaska OJSH and the donated materials for Onalaska Elementary as presented. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
13.
Motion was made by Kaitlyn Griffin, seconded by Chris Topkins to approve and adopt the 2026 Strategic Plan as presented by Dr. Fraga. 
	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
14.
Motion was made by Ben Wilkins, seconded by Karina Roberts to approve summer school plans as presented. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
15.
The Board entered into Closed Session, as authorized by the Texas Open Meetings Act Government Code Section 551.074  and Section 551.071 at 6:52 p.m.

A. Discussion of New Hires

B. Discussion of Resignations/Retirements

C. Discussion of Superintendents Contract
16.
The Board reconvened from Closed Session at 8:06 p.m.


A. Motion was made by Kimber Stolley, seconded by Jake Ard to approve this hiring of Diane Light, Allyson Tucker, Natalie Haislip, Jennifer Trandel, Joel Casiday and Staci Carr. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.

B.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Ben Wilkins to approve the resignations of Larissa Grubbs, Jesse York, Rebecca Baxter and Lindsay Messner-Hershier. 

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.
17.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Jake Ard to adjourn at 8:07 p.m.

	For
	Against

	Candice Davies
	

	Kimber Stolley
	

	Karina Roberts
	

	Jake Ard
	

	Chris Topkins
	

	Kaitlyn Griffin
	

	Ben Wilkins
	


Motion carried 7 for, 0 against.

_______________________________
____________________________________


Candice Davies, President


Kimber Stolley, Secretary


____________________


Date

