
ONALASKA INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT


P.O. BOX 2289


ONALASKA, TEXAS   77360


REGULAR BOARD MEETING


ONALASKA ADMINISTRATION BUILDING


August 21, 2025

5:30 P.M.


M I N U T E S
The Board of Trustees of the Onalaska Independent School District met for a Regular Board meeting on Monday, August 21, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. in the Administration Building. Roll was called and the following were present:

Board Members 

Candice Davies, President

Karina Roberts, Vice President

Dennis Hodge, Member
Jake Ard, Member

Chris Topkins, Member
Kaitlynn Griffin, Member

Staff







Guests
Dr. Kenneth Fraga Superintendent



New Teachers


Geoffery Bowdoin, Assistant Superintendent




Cheryl Bertsch, Principal Junior Senior High School
Crystal Byrd, Elementary Principal
James Ard, Director of Food Service

Angela Foster, Business Manager

Charles Boyce, Technology Director

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 p.m. by Candice Davies, President. Dennis Hodge and Kimber Stolley were not present. 
Invocation was given by Chris Topkins. 
The pledge was given in unison by everyone.

1.
Motion was made by Jake Ard, seconded by Kaitlynn Griffin, to adopt the Agenda, as presented.  Motion carried 5 for, 0 against.

2.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Karina Roberts to approve the minutes of previous meeting July 21, 2025. Motion carried 5 for, 0 against. 

3.
 New Teachers for the 25/26 school year were introduced. 

4.
Presentation was given from Chad Hill, Polk County Chief Appraiser. 

****** Dennis Hodge in at 5:44 p.m. ******

5.
No comments during Open Forum. 
6.
a. Crystal Byrd, Elementary School Principal, gave a report about reopening the current school year. 


b. Cheryl Bertsch, Junior Senior High Principal gave a report about reopening the current school year. 

c. Geoffery Bowdoin,  Assistant Superintendent, presented the Preliminary 23/24 Accountability Ratings Report Update and the 2025 STAAR Data.
d. Dr. Kenneth Fraga, Superintendent, provided the enrollment and attendance information and an update on the current state of the high school construction project.  

7.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Karina Roberts, to approve the consent items, as 


presented:

Tax Report and Budget Amendments 


Motion carried 6 for, 0 against.
8.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Dennis Hodge set the Public Hearing for the 2025/2026 Budget Adoption and Tax Rate Resolution for August 28, 2025.  Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 

9.
Motion was made by Karina Roberts, seconded by Chris Topkins to set a board meeting date to adopt the 2025/2026 Budget and Tax Rate for August 28, 2025. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 
10.
Motion was made by Karina Roberts, seconded by Kimber Stolley to approve the Resolution regarding Senate Bill 12 and parent rights as presented. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 
11.
Motion was made by Dennis Hodge, seconded by Chris Topkins to approve the second reading of TASB Local Policy 125. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against.  

12 
Motion was made by Karina Roberts, seconded by Chris Topkins to approve TASB Local Policy EFB relating to instructional resources and library materials, bringing the district into compliance with recent legislative changes. 

13.
Motion was made by Chris Topkins, seconded by Kaitly Griffin to approve out of state travel for the Boys Basketball Team to Lake Charles in November. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 

14.
Motion was made by Dennis Hodge, seconded by Chris Topkins to approve the hiring of Kyndel Bonilla and Lindasy Herschier. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 
15.
Motion was made by Karina Roberts, seconded by Jake Ard to reject the resignation by Samanta Hart due to contract abandonment with no good cause. The last day for contracted staff to exit their contract was 6/20/2025, resignation received 8/7/2025. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against. 

16. 
No action was taken on discussion of the Student Dress Code. 

17.
 Motion to adjourn was made by Jake Ard, seconded by Dennis Hodge at 6:57 p.m. Motion carried 6 for, 0 against.

_______________________________
____________________________________


Candice Davies, President


Kimber Stolley, Secretary

____________________


Date
